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# # 4689199720 MAJOR HUMAN AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

KEY WORD: SOCIAL SOLIDARITY / SOCIAL CAPITAL / HEET SIB SONG TRADITION
CHANIYA JINDAMON: A STLIOY OF TWELVE-MONTHS TRADITION AS A TOOL TO ENHANCE
SOCIAL SOUDARITY IN ISAN COMMUNITY. THESIS ADVISOR: PINIT LAPTHANANON Ph.D.,
THESIS COADVISOR: NARUMON ARUNOTAI Ph.D. 168 pp.

The main cbiective of this research s 10 study welve-moniths radition (Heet Sib Song) as practcal
lsan fradiions 1o provide social capital 1o enhance social sokdanity in Isan rural community. The research was
conducted by using qualtatve ressarch methods  pacipant obsenation and n-depth  INEMIews,
in Ban Kee Lek, Tambon Nong Wang, Muana Distict, Roi-£t Frovnce.

The research found thal villagers in Ban Kee Lek have used twelve-months lradition as
a tool 1o transfer their local i'adi_liqu houghts. beliefs, and secial values in response to praclices
of Buddhism and animism, fies of kipship, and customs of local agriculture. Twelve-months iradition
have not only kept local people’s close relalionship but also their social supporting system among
themselves and with neighboring villages: These social and cullural practices have long been
accepted as Isan social capilal fying lecal peeple to live together in harmony. sell-reliance, and
social solidarity. This pattem of Isanways of lving is locally recognized as "Yuu Chum Kin Yen', literally
means ‘1o live peacefully and to eal bountifully’.

At present, the Ban Kee Lek villagers slill pracice twelve-months tradition in order lo
amalgamate with not only their neighbering villages bul also their relatives who live far away from
the cemmunity. However the research found that the traditions cannot provide their
effective social functions and social capial as much as they-didinthe past. This is mainly because
dynamic ecenomic, soCial, and cultural changes have tumed the villagers' lifestyle to become more
estranged and have undemined their social solidanty.

Twelve-months ftradition sull has imporant social functons in the community Decause
1) villagers place a high valué on the maifienance of goud relabionships ameng family members, relaives
and neighbors; 2) seniors and monks who are tradiional leaders see the imponance of passing dowr
twelve-manths tradition. to their young-gererations, 3l there-are cooperation and assstance amond
households, temples scheols, ‘and the sub-distict’ administrative organizaban commiltees. anc
4) the agricultural work and lifestyle encourages cooperation and labor exchange which bring:

villagers logether to help one another
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