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1w Urrich Beck, (1992), Risk Society: Toward a New Modernity, London: Sage Publications.)
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Love means do not commit to anything. If you want to work out
your relationships, keep your distance because love can be

sweet dream and nightmare at the same time. (Bauman 2003)
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Now, the gaze which sees the surfaces of others and which is
active in the design of one’s own, sees and evaluates on sexual
criteria as well. Thus, surfaces are styled with a view to their
potential significant of sexuality; and gazes are attracted to them
for that very reason, or because they are actively scanning the
surfaces in search for sexual attractions. (Bech 1999)
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“History in a Mythical Key” (2008) U1 %114 (Ban Wang) na11a1

For all its expansion force and widening sphere of influence, the
global spread of capital is a process of abstraction. It brings
complex historical trajectories of different cultures into a
racetrack of capitalist development, breeds a renewed
mythology of technical modernization, spawn new idols of
lifestyle and values that everybody is exhorted to follow, and
heralds the end of history as conscious activity of shaping

human destiny. (Wang 2008)
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The Hybrid realities of Japan today—of multiple border crossings and
transnational interchanges in the world of trade, aesthetics, science—
are contained within dominant discourses on cultural purity and
nondifference, and in nostalgic appeals to premodernity: what makes
the Japanese so different from everyone else makes them identical to
each other; what threatens that self-sameness is often marked

temporally as the intrusively modern, spatially as the foreign. (lvy 1995)
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The movements of national-cultural self-fashioning often retrace the lines of
fetishistic investment in the most general sense. In Japan, refined high culture is one
such site, where, for example Noh theater, tea ceremony and Kyoto politeness attain
the realm of desirable banality for domestic bourgeoisie and approved export status
a icons of Japaneseness. Another locus we might call the generalized, customary
everyday, where chopsticks, kimono, and sushi materially demarcate the Japanese

“thing”. (Ivy 1995)
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Work had been extremely busy for the past month. It was always
close to midnight by the time | got home. For days on end, | would
hastily scrub my face before falling into bed, without bothering with
my night-time bath. Even at weekends, | almost always went in to the

office. (Kawakami 2012)
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Even though they were in the same neighbourhood, | rarely visit
them—I just couldn’t bear going back home to the boisterous house
where my mother lived with my older brother and his wife and kids. At
this point it wasn’t about them telling me | ought to get married or quit
my job. | had long ago got used to that particular kind of uneasiness. It
was just dissatisfying in some way. It felt as if | had ordered some
clothes that | had every reason to think that it would fit perfectly, but
when | went to try them on, some were too short, while with others

the hem dragged on the floor. (Kawakami 2012)
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After that my mother fell silent. | was quiet too. Without speaking, |
demolished the yodofu, dousing it with the saké soy sauce as | ate.
Neither of us said a word. Didn’t we have anything to talk about?
There must have been something. But as | tried to think of what to
say, my mind went blank. You’d think we’d be close, but it was
precisely because we were close that we couldn’t reach each other.
Forcing myself to make a conversation felt like standing on a cliff,

peering over the edge, about to tumble down first. (Kawakami 2012)
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After waiting ten minutes, there was still no bus. | checked the bus
timetable and saw that the last bus had already come and gone. |
felt even more lonely. | stamped my feet. | could not get warm. A
grown woman would know how to get warm in a situation like this.

But, for the moment, | was a child and helpless. | decided to head
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towards the station. The familiar streets seemed alienating
somehow. | felt just like a child who had tarried on her way, and
now it was dark out and the streets that led back home seemed
unrecognizable. (Kawakami 2012)
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| had no particular interest in making packed lunches for him or going
to his place to cook for him or inviting him over for home-cooked
meals. | was always afraid that doing so would put me in a
compromising position—trapped in the kitchen, so to speak. And |
didn’t want him to think that he was the one who had put me there,

either. It may not have mattered whether or not | found myself
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trapped there, but somehow | couldn’t manage to make light of it.

(Kawakami 2012)
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| wanted to ask who had been at a gathering he’d gone to, what they
had talked about, but when | couldn’t say his name even this simple
question died on my lips. Then one day his name exploded from me
like a cork from a bottle, and it was no longer a problem. (Kawakami

2006)
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Rei was like the retreating tide. Try to stand your ground, still it draws
your body in. Rei drew me in. He was a master of the surprise attack.
You think he is flat, uninteresting, you cease to pay attention, and he
sweeps you off your feet. Less than two months after we started

dating, | couldn’t get him out of my mind. (Kawakami 2006)
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AudniusuURNnie davziuldainuansenundnesinuveia AANE199 “Hard |
struggled to contain it, something leaked. After | was married, after | gave birth to
Momo, even then my body blurred.” (Kawakami 2006) n1sisisauuazn1sivfilagn
anihlianserntdndepnuldsullaanneaduaued N1951areIU19@I09nINTNNIENTD
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Wil A97L5ENa1I31 “I felt no desire for man, my husband. Momo was warmth enough.
As long as | suckled her, my body had no desire for my husband.” (Kawakami 2006)
Adeudiusseeianulnadasenituliugnandadu nseruiiuazn shviualugluzain

aNUBLEE ANNFNTUSVRALignYIasdninuewasluglusinuenledeiulas iy

| had just given birth to her, I did not regard her as her own person,
she was still my person. Not part of me, not exactly—what | felt was
simple sense of proprietorship. | can’t allow this to be damaged, I

thought. (Kawakami 2006)
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WAILINITN19RITURIVBIGNE famanan “Lately, she’s seemed sullen. She isn’t
really in a bad mood; at her age, it takes energy to be cheerful.” (Kawakami 2006) Tu
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When [ felt | could love him, | made up my mind to love him. He did
not refuse. The current of my feeling flowed his way. This is my
loving. The stronger emotions, and the weaker ones, turned and
surged, not straight at him, only toward him. | was grateful that he
hadn’t refused. After Rei’s disappearance, | had no place. | didn’t

know where to channel what | felt. (Kawakami 2006)
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| was headed for the platform of the Chuo line when, unbidden, my
feet turned and led me instead to the Tokaido line, a train came, | got
on. I’'ll go as far as Atami and turn back, The Chuo line runs pretty
late, it’ll be fine, | told myself, and all of a sudden | felt so alone, |
endured the loneliness as best as | could, and then, unable to bear it,
| got off the train. Manazuru was where | disembarked. (Kawakami

2006)
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As the train barrels on, | feel a lightness in me. Emotionally,
physically, | am cleansed. What ever inspired me to have a child?
Before | gave birth to her, | never suspected it would be like this. It is
impossible to get away. | must shoulder it. “Shoulder” is too grand
word, but that only make it harder. In a sense, Momo is shouldering

me. (Kawakami 2006)
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Who cares if it’s ripped, it serves me perfectly well, | don’t need
another. | won’t replace it, she would say, day after day, walking with

her torn, misshapen basket. (Kawakami 2006)
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| saw them in the shadows outside. Rei and the woman. Huddled,
whispering. “Ah,” | said, aloud. Why, in a place like that. | peered into
the darkness. | could see their silhouettes. But as | kept looking, | was

no longer sure that it was him, or her. (Kawakami 2006)
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woman’s voice. Inside my ear, it is her voice. Outside, it is my own.” (Kawakami 2006)
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Sometimes | got sick of living, the woman snapped. Harried with work
all day long, morning to night, without even realizing how haggard |
had become, no idea of things that make me happy, having no
contact with the depths of peoples’ hearts, never even realizing that
my own heart had its depths, too, simply counting the minutes, of it

all got so tiresome. (Kawakami 2006)
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I’ve seen tons of cases, all across the board, where in order to grab
those tiny profits people studiously adopt another perspective,
keeping their true opinion to themselves, and no one takes
responsibility, everyone just huddles together on some middle
ground, and it all gets less and less clear, yet in the end everybody
ends up being crammed into a rigid, unyielding framework. I’ve seen
the same story play out over and over again. But | couldn’t take it.

The whole dumb setup just board me to death (Yoshimoto 2005)
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“It wasn’t quite a religion: their goal was to live in accordance with certain principles,
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an create a new, ideal humanity.” (Yoshimoto 2005) au@nvesnguiuiedulianegde
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See, people like us are never at the center of things. We’re always on
the margins, and | generally figure it’s best not to stand out too
much. Most of the time we see things in exactly the opposite light as
the majority does, and people don’t look kindly on you if you stand

out. (Yoshimoto 2005)
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It was more cluttered than | had imagined. | had thought his place
would be immaculate, but there were things piled up in every dark
corner. Just off the hall, a carpeted room with an old sofa was
absolutely silent and gave no hint of the books and writing paper and

newspapers strewn about the adjacent tatami room. (Kawakami 2012)
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His white hair was carefully smoothed back, and he was wearing a
starched white shirt with a grey waistcoat. On the counter in front of
him, there was a bottle of sake, a plate with a white strip of dried
whale meat, and a bowl that had a bit of mozuku seaweed left in it. |
wondered who this old man was who shared the same taste as me,
and an image of him standing on a teacher’s dais floated through my

mind. (Kawakami 2012)
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Sensei...Sensei, do you ever feel lonely? The question popped out as
the two of us walked side by side, both looking straight ahead. I felt
lonely when | hurt my bum,” Sensei replied, without turning his head.

(Kawakami 2012)
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| lectured her like | was lecturing a student. My wife listened
with down cast eyes, her head hung low. She nodded at each
thing | said. I’'m sorry, she said over and over. When | was done,
she said earnestly, ‘Everyone causes trouble for someone at

some point in their lives.” (Kawakami 2012)
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‘It’s perverted, really. Act your age!” He seemed to realize that Sensei
was not going to respond to him any more, yet that only encouraged
his vehemence. ‘Are you doing it with this old man?’ he said to me,

looking past Sensei. (Kawakami 2012)
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“What kind of place is this?”

“It seems like some sort of middle place.”
“Middle place?”

“Perhaps like a borderline.” (Kawakami 2012)
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Sensei, | hope we see each other again one day, | say. And from the

ceiling, Sensei replies, surely we shall see each other one day.
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Those nights, | open Sensei’s briefcase and peer inside. The blank
empty space unfolds, containing nothing. It holds nothing more

than an expanse of desolate absence. (Kawakami 2012)
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Weather in Tokyo
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It seemed strange to be surrounded by so many living things. When
| was in Tokyo, | couldn’t help but feel that | was always alone; or
occasionally in the company of sensei. It seemed that the only
living things in Tokyo were big like us. But of course, if | really paid
attention, there were plenty of other living things surrounding me in
the city as well. It was never just the two of us, sensei and me.

(Kawakami 2012)
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Once | tried to imitate Sensei, lifting the sake bottle high and trying to
pour, but | spilled almost all of it. It was such a waste. Since then, |
grasp my cup firmly with my left hand and pour with the bottle in my
right hand, just hovering over the cup. I've resigned myself to such
gracelessness. (Kawakami 2012)
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Just picked cucumbers, lightly chopped and dressed with pickled

plums. Fresh aubergine, thinly sliced, sautéed, and then drizzled with

gingered soy sauce. Cabbage pickled in rice-bran paste. Everything is just

like home-cooked food, but the freshness of the vegetables really

comes through. (Kawakami 2012)
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| felt as if | had entered into a strange time, sitting there next to
Kojima, in a bar I’d never been to before, swirling wind round in my
glass and savouring smoked oysters. Every so often, the thought of
Sensei would flit across my mind, but each time, just as suddenly, it
would then disappear. It wasn’t as though | had returned to my
school days, but neither did it feel as if It was actually in the
present—all | could say was that | had caught a fleeting moment at

the counter of Bar Maeda. (Kawakami 2012)
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“Will you come, here?” he asked. | want to be together, | think. But
what if, in order to be with you, | must give up being? It is not easy to
decide. To give up being, with you. To give up being with you. (Kawakami
2006)
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we were family, the borders between our bodies indistinct, Momo and Rei and |, the
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woman, and she snickers. You forgot. You don’t come to Manazuru for Rei, it’s for

yourself.” (Kawakami 2006) anunaunundrenunsiaduduinauesdandiandladu
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Is it too late, for me to go back? | ask the woman.

No, no. You have a place there, to be.

A place, to be?

It’s only when you can’t be there, any longer, that you can’t get

back. (Kawakami 2006)
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Nakajima stayed over, | dreamed of my dead mom. Maybe it was having him in the
room that did it, after having been alone so long.” (Yoshimoto 2005) AMUEUYDITE
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My body knew. It sensed the discrimination, subtle but real, all around
me. Sure, she is the daughter of a prominent local figure, but c’mon—
he knocked up the Mama-san of a bar, right? That’s the kind of girl she
is. The feeling oppressed me, squeezing all the more tightly because |
knew it was only in this city, nowhere else, that my dad mattered.

(Yoshimoto 2005)
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She always spoke her mind, she could laugh anything off, she was
proud, and she made you feel that you could lean on her as much as
you liked, it

didn’t bother her, so eventually even | began to forget her true nature,

which that facade concealed. (Yoshimoto 2005)
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And it came back to me that this is what a mother is, this is the kind of
being she is—it doesn’t matter what the situation is, if someone’s cold
she warms him, and if he’s hungry she wants to feed him. |

remembered that with such intensity, so vividly. (Yoshimoto 2005)
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Playing at marriage, playing at being a dad, playing at being a full
member of society. Everything in my life revolves around playing at
being something. But that’s only because we have to be that way in
order to get on with our lives. Just because people are playing doesn’t

mean their hearts aren’t in it. (Yoshimoto 2005)
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“Now when | thought of home, Nakajima was part of the picture.” (Yoshimoto 2005)
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| have these two different images of her etched into my memory: one
as this idealized mother, and the other as a sort of pressure weighing
down on me—obsessive, feminine love. The ideal side of her, though—
that part of her was so extraordinary, it just blew me away, and | felt so
small beside her, and | know that if it hadn’t been for her | wouldn’t be

here today. (Yoshimoto 2005)
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Exactly—you don’t have that sense that you can take your family for
granted, that’s why | feel so comfortable with you. You see your family
members for what they are, and you look at me in an ordinary way,

without wishing that | was somehow different. (Yoshimoto 2005)
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This place is full of memories of my mother—it gets me
down...Nakajima gazed up at the roof and squinted. Then he turned to
me. It was okay, though, because I’ve got a guide. | finally made it.

(Yoshimoto 2005)
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Here we were, two ridiculously fragile people, sliding along on a very
thin layer of ice all the time, each of us ready to slip and take the other
down at any moment, the most unsteady of couples—and yet |

believed what | had said. It would be all right. (Yoshimoto 2005)
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An awful struggle was playing itself out inside him now. That much I
could tell. From my perspective, we were simply taking a nice walk
around the edge of a lake, amid lovely scenery, on an invigorating early
spring day. But Nakajima didn’t see that. He was in such pain he might
as well have been in hell, dragging chains behind him with every step.

(Yoshimoto 2005)
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There is close relation between women’s writing and women’s bodies.

The act of writing women’s bodies and desire for women is a way to
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deconstruct and subvert the phallocentric discourse system and
construct their own feminine identity and subject position. (Scheen

2015)
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She [Li sijin] was full of energy, yet pensive. Her hard-soled shoes
clattered across the marble floor, leaving behind a wisp of intense,
spicy, and yet thin aroma. The guard, of course, did not know anything
about BVLGARI, but he thought curiously; this is not quite the smell of

flower; perhaps more like the taste of ginger. (Xiangli 2013)
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About this man named Luo Yi, Li Sijin would gladly disclose: Luo Yi, Li
Sijin’s boss, founder and editor-in-chief of The City Intellicencer; also
the youngest editor-in-chief in the country at the time; a legend in the
news world. He was the idol of young recruits in the industry. Just last
year, he was interviewed seven times by television heavyweights, and
was named “Top Ten Most Valuable People” in the nation. There

were countless magazine and newspaper features. (Xiangli 2013)
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Even if Li Sijin were more capable, she is still a woman. So Luo Yi had

become the center of her life and the source of her distress. For him,

she refreshed her make up, wore skirts, donned scarves; she wanted

to do more for him, but for now this is all she could do. (Xiangli 2013)
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Under the protruding semi-circular door lintel at the street corner
shone a tinplate-shaded lamp. The old-looking house expressed an
atmosphere of colonialism typical in Old Shanghai. However, when

seen more closely it was evidently renovated by modeling on the

original style. (Danyan 2014)
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An’an sniffed deeply, saying, “I see the strange smell of your hair
actually came from here. No wonder you go to the hospital early in
the morning to take a bath. What kind of smell is this?”

Xiaomin said, “It’s a mixture of alcohol, cigarette smoke and men’s
perfume.”

An’an sat on a high stool and watched Xiaomin cleaning every glass

wine.“Is that the smell of a lascivious woman?” (Danyan 2014)
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reminding him of something warm in winter.” (Danyan 2014)
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A pasture full of vibrant flowers, but the cattle only sees food. She felt
Luo Yi was the poor flowers, and Mei Ruexue was just the pretty cow.
As she thought about this, she handed the quote to Luo Yi, along with
a venomous smile. Luo Yi smiled too: | know what you’re thinking. To
people who don’t know how to read, our newspaper is just four-jiao-
500-gram waste paper (1 U.S. dime is about 6.1 jiao). But there is deep
meaning here too. If we can produce the newspaper with more levels
of potential, then those who understand will see flowers, and those
who don’t get it will just see feed. This could prove successful for us.

(Xiangli 2013)
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Someone like Luo Yi probably does not like this type of place either.
There is too little information, too few people, and no room for him

to show his talent.

Jiang Liyang said, “ Luo Yi, do you like this place? Be honest.”
It depends how you look at it. To live here: definitely not. Day trip:
not

bad. (Xiangli 2013)
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I’ve thought about it. By then, I will live in a suburban villa with the
man | love. We will be a respectable couple with our health and
money. We will take a stroll on the grass, have afternoon tea by floor-
to-ceiling windows, and reminisce about our young and glory days.
Maybe he will write @ memoir; he’ll write a chapter and I'll read a
chapter. Occasionally, we’ll drive into the city to see how our favorite
places have changed. We’ll have dinner then head back home.

(Xiangli 2013)
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How could she fall in love with such a person? But she also know; if
not such a person, she would find it difficult to really love someone.
She only lamented having her sight so high; now she is past 30 and
still single.(Xiangli 2013)
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NS FIAINE1IVDIEU LEBUBYUNT “For the first time in 26 years, Han Xiaoyan realizes

men and women can never be equal” (Xiangli 2013)
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When he met her for the first time, something bright, like a ray of light,
flashed in his eyes and swiftly disappeared. Hong was normal when
she talked with Old Lady Wei, but when she talked with Xingguo, she

spoke with a twang as though she had a severe cold. (Xiaolan 2013)
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Old Lady Wei could not help feeling behind the times. Although she
has lived in Shanghai all her life, she never learned to make money
this way. Hong had been in Shanghai for only a few months and has
mastered this trick of turning useless knickknacks into precious

handicrafts. (Xiaolan 2013)
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All in all, there’s no absolute standard to judge a wife-to-be. She is a
good choice if only she treats Xingguo well. Now that he was fond of
Hong. Old Lady Wei should only consider her son’s interests. What
else does she want? Old Lady Wei heaved a sigh of relief despite the
tinge of regret when she spoke to Auntie Zhang. “If only | had known
earlier that Xingguo has such a skill, | would have looked for a girl in
Shanghai for him to marry. Why should | ¢o to trouble of finding his

partner from so far away?” (Xiaolan 2013)

nifiarugsaniduegrsiauilfinndanels guuiesiisiawounalagnuieideanis
wianuiune wnaaweieAdeidnimaldaaisiugnuevense msganuaunsnreudes
infegeeninliifiudnainnsfinaansainueiisnaunysneuifueImasunazaing
selffudiununn venanify indaduldanunmesgnaslfeiunsnniuannist
memilitunsounsa maladoslanndestanssfifiolildudsnuuarannsibouansady
33 Tigndsmunnvine uildenauierisduldiimalann nafidessenyiamides
Aunerisitliesnantu nslsifisrunslunsdesestuannerie dungnsafluneudivagn
Sefulvoanaintu manelithaaaeitiuazdsnendoweulududsanmsniuiisedy
wfifdwondves uiidsuntfliamnsatiomdeisels wmauidsafiazuesmmauay

VN aLATI8 8NN TE ALY IULLEaLAUDBNANNUIU

After She finished packing, Hong cast her eyes at Xingguo. She looked
at him the way a pet cat looked at its owner. Her eyes brimmed with
tears, She knew very well it was her final attempt and she did not
think it would be successful. As expected, Xingguo avoided her eyes

and picked up her suitcase. “Let’s go.” (Xiaolan 2013)
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After She finished packing, Hong cast her eyes at Xingguo. She looked
at him the way a pet cat looked at its owner. Her eyes brimmed with
tears, She knew very well it was her final attempt and she did not
think it would be successful. As expected, Xingguo avoided her eyes

and picked up her suitcase. “Let’s go.” (Xiaolan 2013)
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A Shanghai hukou was not highly sought after as before since people
can earn money in many other places. What’s more, Hong was not an
ugly woman. Old Lady Wei could not reconcile herself to failure. She
did not think her son was inferior to anyone else. If he had not been
disabled from polio, he would have had a child in high school by
now. (Xiaolan 2013)
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Hong thought before that the “days” of Shanghai were as brilliant as
those shop windows. It seemed to her now the “days” are down to
earth. Removing their brilliant appearance, the “days” of Shanghai are

brown. (Xiaolan 2013)
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When Old Lady Wei touched Hong’s course hands, a chill shot
through her. Something is circulating in her heart and just for an
instant it seems to pass through thousands of days and nights. It’s the
way day circulate—yesterday is today, today is tomorrow, and
tomorrow is yesterday. Days go on like this. When Old Lady Wei put
herself up in Hong’s place, one scene after another seemed to be
reflected on the clear mirror. She had been leading a hard life. Full of
sympathy for her hard life, Old Lady Wei reached for her hand and
put it in her own hand. (Xiaolan 2013)
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“A Riot of Brilliant Purple and Tender crimson”
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Xiang Hai enjoyed a brief spell of intoxication, just like fish swimming
back to the sea and birds flying back to the forest. That kind of
satisfaction was beyond words and etched deeply into his mind. At
that moment, he felt as though he lived in another world. He need
only close his eyes to enjoy the enchanting sight around him. (Xiaolan

2013)
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“The four famous female role performers were all men,” Xiang Hai
explained. “Men understand better the beauty of a woman than
women do.” He then added, “today’s famous performers can’t hold
a candle to the four all time greats. They lack something.” (Xiaolan

2013)
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Even if you dream of flying in the sky all day long, you have to
land on the ground at the critical juncture. You should see the
outside world—a much changed world. Do you think the real

world is the imagined one in the opera? (Xiaolan 2013)
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Before she learned to speak, she had listened to her father sing the
opera. In the beginning, she thought her father’s singing was fun. But
gradually, she became more involved in it. In the end, she enjoyed it so
much that she wished she could travel back to that time a thousand

years ago and stay there. Everything about the characters of the opera
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was real to her; their breathtaking beauty, their colorful costumes, their

vivid eyes movements and changing facial expressions. (Xiaolan 2013)
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Yijun is a fan of popular songs. But popular songs are no match for the
Beijing and Kunqu operas. The former is like a preserved plum in her
mouth while the latter is like a cup of pure and strong tea. As soon as
she catches its lingering and aromatic smell, she becomes slightly
intoxicated. Yijun tends to forget pop songs after she listens to them,
but the melody of the opera evokes strong repercussions in her heart.

(Xiaolan 2013)
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Xiang Hai recalled the dialogues between them. He had been very
careful about his diction for fear of offending her or embarrassing
himself. He thought over their conversation again and again. He found
all the leading male characters in traditional operas were utterly
stupid when they were infatuated, such as Zhang Junrui and Liu
Mengmei. To be more exact, they were obsessed instead of being

stupid. (Xiaolan 2013)
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As the episode “The Interruption of a Dream” ends, which episode
should be on the next? Xiang Hai had no inkling what the next move
should be. He had bid for more time. He could not find anything
appropriate to say or to do. (Xiaolan 2013)
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She looked tired and weary. She stood still for a while. All of a sudden,
she pointed her orchid-shaped fingers at the girl in the mirror and said
scornfully in the Beijing Opera tone, “You, you’re really stupid.” The tears
she fought back before started falling freely from her eyes. (Xiaolan 2013)
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Her uncle set her up on two dates. The first one was a section chief at
a bank under the age of 30. He was solidly built and talked
incessantly. At their third date, he tried to kiss Yijun and fondle her
breasts. Yijun was frightened. According to the rules of dating, they
were only supposed to be at the initial stage of making goo-goo eyes
at each other. They were not even supposed to touch each other’s

hand. How could he go so far? (Xiaolan 2013)
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“What a riot of brilliant purple and tender crimson/ Among the ruined
wells and crumbling walls--"

All the pedestrians lifted their heads. The silky and plaintive singing
reverberated in the sky as if a huge piece of thin gauze was enveloping
the whole city. This piece of gauze rose on one side and fell on the
other in the gentle breeze. It rippled softly and slowly, but spread far
and wide. (Xiaolan 2013)
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In her parents’ house all the furniture was bought during the Cultural
Revolution. Not a single piece was refined, beautiful or elegant. In
Xiaomin’s mind, her parents’ house was not a home at all. Only her

grandparents’ house could be regarded as a home. (Danyan 2014)
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As soon as she had hung the curtains, Xiaomin placed the standing
lamp in just the right spot. The lamp was fascinating. The light
emitted by the frosted glass was so soft that she could not see the
wrinkles on the back of her hand. Xiaomin lay down on the sofa with
her face upward as if her body was melting. She had never decorated
a house herself. She had never known she had such fiery passion in

her heart. (Danyan 2014)
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