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Can Design Be Considered as Research ?

Vimolsiddhi Horayangkura

ABSTRACT

This study is an outcome of accumulative effort to comprehend how the
various tasks of architectural design are congruent with those of research process.
The interrelations of works involved in various steps of design and research, especially
regarding research-based design, are investigated, leading to the hypothesis regarding
design being essentially research. It is expected that the output of this preliminary
clarification will initiate further research aiming to prove the formulated hypothesis.
Based on research, design tasks can thus be improved. This study initially reveals four
positive aspects which conclusively support that design can be considered as research.
They are: 1) Design product is itself a research output. 2) Design process is a reflection
of research process. 3) Various tasks of the design process acquire necessary information

from research inquiries. 4) Research generates complementary input to design.
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