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Inequality of Access to Quality Education :
Decomposition of Inequality and Trend Analysis

Akarat Pimthai

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research were to study and compare the inequality of access to quality
education, including the trends of access to quality education of students with different parental
education and occupation, and different school size and location. Research sample were 960 students
selected from the 1999 - 2003, North - East compulsory school students using stratified random
sampling. The research instrument was a data recording from concerning parental education and
occupation and students” GPA. Shorrock order 2 index was used as an inequality index in data
analysis in order to analyze the decomposition of inequality and trend. Multiple regression analysis

was used to study the trend of the inequality.

The research results were as follow:

1) The result of the inequality of access to quality education of the students revealed
that the inequalities of access to quality education of the students were highest in 1999 and had
been declining until 2003. Moreover, the result of the inequality of access to quality education of
the students classified by the qualification of the population demonstrates that students whose
parents were agriculturists had a primary education. The Students who study in the middle size
school and students who study in the upcountry school had the highest inequality in the education
among the group sampling. On the other hand, students whose parents were state enterprise
officers, who had a diploma education and students who study in small schools and located in the
city had the lowest inequality in the group sampling.

2) Theresult of the trend of inequality of access to quality education of students between
1999 - 2003 demonstrated that the inequality in achieving quality education of students was
overall declining. As well as the result if inequality in achieving quality education of population
reveals that the reducing trend of inequality in achieving quality education of students consists of
students whose parents were agriculturists, employees and government workers or parents who

studied the primary education and students who study in the city school.
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